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9-NOON 

Annual Plant 
Sale on the 
Common 

June Program 
June 11, 2016 

 
Kentucky Derby 
Style Garden 
Party 

4-8 PM 

Annual	Plant	Sale	on	the	
Common	9	am	–	Noon	

Saturday,	May	14th	(rain	or	
shine)	

	
How	does	the	garden	club	
pay	for	all	these	awesome	
programs	throughout	the	
year,	the	annuals	and	
perennials	planted	each	year	
at	the	common,	the	
scholarships	given	to	
graduating	students	each	
year,	and	much	more?			Most	
of	the	funds	come	from	this	
annual	plant	sale.		In	just	
three	hours,	we	make	it	
happen.	We	need	your	help	
to	make	this	a	great	
fundraiser	again	this	year.		
Contact	any	officer	or	
steering	committee	member	
to	see	how	you	can	give	back	
to	the	community	with	just	a	
few	hours	of	your	time!		
	I’ll	be	sending	out	the	plant	
sale	checklist	again	to	remind	
you	what	you	have	
volunteered	to	do.	
Thank	you!	

Thanks, Jane Hare, for sharing your beautiful Hellebores. 

Please	print	out	the	flyer	on	the	
next	page	and	distribute	and	post	
at	local	businesses	and	
organizations	to	help	advertise	
the	plant	sale. 
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Come Celebrate Spring! 
 

At	The	

2016	ANNUAL	PLANT	SALE	
Hosted	by:	The	Sutton	Garden	Club	

Saturday,	May	14,	2016	

9	am	–	Noon	

Sutton	Common	–	Sutton,	MA	

RAIN	LOCATION	–	SUTTON	CENTER	FIRE	STATION	

Wonderful	local	plants	for	sale!	

MEMBERSHIP	TABLE	–	AND	MORE	

	
	

FOR	MORE	INFORMATION:	www.suttongardenclub.com	
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APRIL PROGRAM RECAP 

Joann	Vieira,	Horticulture	Director	at	Tower	Hill	presented	a	
wonderful	program	showing	54	different	trees,	shrubs	and	
perennials/bulbs	in	the	Theater	Room.	Joann	is	a	warm,	
interesting	and	wonderful	speaker.	Many	of	the	plants	
described	are	not	used	in	this	area	much	anymore,	but	
suitable	for	our	zone.	She	also	spoke	about	some	of	these	
plants	that	are	in	Tower	Hill’s	gardens	and	how	they	are	
maintained	and	sited.	
	

Most	members	car	pooled	from	the	post	office	and	we	arrived	an	hour	early	to	walk	the	grounds.	
The	evening	was	beautiful	with	a	clear	view	of	the	Wachusett	Reservoir	and	Mt.	Wachusett.	The	
daffodil	fields	would	have	been	in	glorious	bloom	had	we	not	had	a	very	cold	spell	in	late	winter.	
There	were	flowers	blooming,	but	many	were	not.		
	
Thank	you	to	Jane	Boutiette	for	the	delicious	dark	chocolate	brownies.	
	
A	couple	of	the	plants	are	shown	below.	

Beautiful,	Underused	Garden	Plants	
for	the	Discerning	Gardener	

	
Tower	Hill	Botanical	Gardens	

Ornamental Onion (Ozawa) 

Moosewood Maple (Acer pensylvanicum 
‘Erythrocladum’) 
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“Dividing Perennials Guide” 
 
 
WHEN 
It is best to divide perennials on cloudy days.  A hot sunny day can cause the plants to dry out.  Divide 
your plants at least 2 weeks in advance of the Plant Sale (3 or more weeks is even better!); this will 
give the plants a chance to adjust to life in a pot. If possible, water plants thoroughly a day to two 
before you divide (or divide after it rains).  Use a spading or garden fork to dig down on all four sides 
of the plant, at least 4 to 6 inches away from the plant.  Pry underneath with your fork (or shovel) and 
lift up the entire clump.  Shake or hose off loose soil and remove dead leaves stems and roots.   This 
will help loosen tangled root balls and make it easier to see where the clump can be easily separated. 
 
Plants with fibrous root systems can simply be cut into pieces with a sharp tool (garden scissors or 
knife).  For perennials with rhizomes or tubers (e.g. iris and daylilies), you may need to use two 
garden forks back-to-back in the plant center, or a sharp spade to pry the pieces apart.  Plants with a 
very tough, vigorous root system (e.g. ornamental grasses) may have to be divided with a shovel, 
saw, or ax. 
 
Be sure to obtain an ample sample of roots.  Place the division into a pot; fill with potting soil or 
compost.  If you don’t have enough soil, line the bottom of the pot with leaves.  The leaves are light 
and will help retain moisture.   Water thoroughly.  Even sun loving plants will do better after potting if 
kept in a bright spot, but out of direct sun.  A sprinkle of controlled release plant food (like Osmocote) 
will help your plant off to a great start in its new home. 
 
LABELING 
Please label plants with as much information as possible including as possible:  name (common and 
Latin, if you know it); whether it prefers sun or shade; height; bloom time; color; and anything else you 
know about it.  The Internet is a great resource for color photos and plant information.  Print out the 
plant information, place in a Ziploc bag (in case of rain) and securely attach to the pot.  Unfortunately, 
we have discarded plants that had no labels on them.  Even if you can only indicate sun/shade or 
blooming information, it would give us something to go by for pricing. 
 
 A BONUS! 
Dividing perennials not only helps control their size but also serves to rejuvenate those plants that 
have become over-crowded, have yellowing or dead centers, or have become infested with weeds.  
So when you go out and choose what plants to divide this year, you are giving yourself a gift of a 
renewed and healthier plant, in addition to helping the Garden Club with a donation to the Plant sale! 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

DROP OFF LOCATION: 
 
Joan Stone’s (garage) 
5 Rebekah Lane 
Sutton, MA 
508-865-6276 
mjstone01@charter.net 
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Save the Date – Saturday, June 11th, 2016 (4 – 8 PM) 
We know this is a busy time of year for everyone, so block this 
on your calendar so that you don’t miss out. 
 
Tickets are on sale now - $30.00 each 
Share the event with friends and family – it is really going to be the 
event of the year and you won’t want to miss it! 
  
Fully catered by Whittier Farms 
Price includes Spirits, as well as traditional Sweat Tea 
Raffles, silent auction, contests 
A great excuse to get dressed up and top your outfit off with a hat 
accent!  Men, feel free to wear your spring colors, bow ties or 
whatever you’re comfortable in! 
 
Our goal is to sell 100 tickets. 
Hope to see everyone there. 
 
 
Please contact Lisa Gauvin or Sharon McCann-Kling for tickets or 
more information. 
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Helpful	Advice	from	Minna	

Light	it	Up 
 
Its	spring	and	flowers	are	abound,	including	flowering	
weeds.		My	woodline	is	inundated	with	chickweed	and	jolly	
jump	ups.		I	spent	2	hours	on	Saturday	clearing	a	patch	and	filled	
a	55	gallon	drum	completely.	 
 
There	are	now	3	options:	(1)	leave	it	in	the	barrel	all	summer	
because	the	air	tight	barrel	will	cause	the	temperature	to	raise	
and	kill	the	plants	(2)	transfer	the	weeds	to	the	trash	and	(3)	
burn	in	a	firepit.		I	chose	option	3.		I	have	found	burning	the	day	
collection	of	weeds	is	economical	and	produces	ash	that	is	
mixed	into	the	compost	pile.		Adding	the	weeds	directly	to	the	
compost	only	exacerbates	the	problem.	 
 
The	fire	embers	should	be	very	hot	before	adding	green	weeds	
because	the	weeds	will	smother	the	fire.	Slowly	add	handful	of	
weeds	around	the	edges	of	the	burning	logs.		This	can	be	done	
in	intervals	while	continuing	to	weed.		By	the	time	I	was	done	
weeding	for	the	day,	the	weeds	had	turned	to	ash.		Additionally,	
I	have	found	that	burning	the	green	vegetation	also	causes	
smoke	keeping	dusk	insects	at	bay.		Caution:	research	whether	
the	weeds	you	have	can	be	burned.		For	example,	never	burn	
poison	ivy	because	the	smoke	can	cause	severe	allergic	
respiratory	reactions.	



 

 

   

SHARE WITH MEMBERS 

 Send me photos of your gardens, favorite plants, recipes, 
news, or people that inspire you, upcoming events, 
comments or suggestions for the newsletter or any other 
bit of information that you would like to share.   

(flagg121@verizon.net) 


