
 

Note the location 
change! 

 

Save the Dates! 

Sutton Garden Club Newsletter 

Oct. Program 

O C T O B E R  2 0 1 6  

http://www.suttongardenclub.com 

Nov. Program Dec. Program 

Before the Sept. Program… 

Before the program, at 6:15, the Executive Board met to 
discuss upcoming programs, brainstorming and review of each 
board member’s activities.  
 
It was so nice to have everyone working together to make our 
club more coordinated and integrated.  
 
Thank you and congratulations to our new Co-Presidents, 
Chris Goguen and Joanne Geneva. They are doing such a 
wonderful job!  
 
Thanks also to The Officers and Standing Committee 
Chairpersons for their skills and service to club. 
 
It looks like a wonderful SGC year! 
 

Tues, Oct 18 7pm 

Putting the 
Garden to Bed 

Dudley Gendron 

Tues, Nov 15 7pm 

Tina Bemis 
Workshop  

St. Mark’s Church 

The Holiday 
Event details are 
being worked 
out. More info to 
follow. 

Keep informed with our 
Facebook page: 
 
https://www.facebook.com/SuttonGardenClub 

 
SGC Blog: 
http://www.suttongardenclub.typepad.com/ 

 
Sharon is doing a fantastic job 
keeping our facebook page and 
our blog current Check in often, 
and add SGC to your friends list 
on facebook. 
 
Thank you, Jane H. and Dale C. 
for sending me photos (in this 
newsletter). It is a great way to 
share a bit of ourselves with other 
members. 
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Sept Program Recap 

“Fashion in Flowers”: Ornamental Gardens in the Early Nineteenth Century 
Presenter: Christie Higginbottom, Old Sturbridge Village 

 

Christie Higginbottom was well received by members and guests with her program about Early 
Nineteenth Century Ornamental Gardens. She has spent over thirty years researching (before 
the internet) this period in gardening in history along with working to establish and maintain 
historical gardens at Old Sturbridge Village.  
 
The first gardening in New England was practical as space was needed for kitchen gardens, 
farm work and equipment. As time went on settlers brought seeds plants and early decorative 
gardens began. Many of the first plants were “wildflowers” and self-seeding which some 
decided looked untidy. Gardeners started to rip out these “weeds” and planting more 
traditional perennial plants to decorate areas of their land for both the passerby and the 
homeowners. Christie gave us handouts listing the Heirloom Flowers she talked about, along 
with a list of resourses for Seeds. Please let me know if you would like a copy. 
 

“Let every home, if possible, be accompanied with the pleasures, the business of a well 
‘kept’ garden. Cultivate flowers; it is a healthful employment, and exhibits evidence of 
refinement and taste. If you inhabit a cottage, the vines twined at the windows, and the 
sweet-briar by the door, the lilacs down the walk, and the snowball here and there, will 
make that cottage-home a place of enchantment. It is flowers that give, even to the log 
cabin, the appearance of happiness and peace.” 
 

Mrs. L.G. Abell, The Skillful Housewife’s Book. New York, 1846 



 

 

SGC NEWSLETTER  OCT 2016 
 

3 

Karla discusses a variety of approaches to the "traditional" fall clean-up. There are always things that 
the gardener must do in the fall, but more and more, ecologically inspired gardeners (or lazy gardeners 
like me) are finding ways to shift some of the fall clean-up to the spring. You may be surprised to find 
that the garden will benefit from some of these approaches as well.  
 
Karla’s Introduction on her blog, GardenDaze 
My first gardening experience dates back to when I was 3, and I used to run ahead of my Dad’s reel mower “saving” the Johnny 
Jump Ups from being mowed under. 

My  first paying job was also in “horticulture”, when at the tender age of 11 I was paid the princely sum of $1 a week to 
deadhead my neighbor’s numerous pots of petunias. 

I was employed for 5 seasons at Gledhill Nursery in West Hartford, one of Connecticut’s destination nurseries.  While there, I 
founded their retail water garden department.  I also lectured at Gledhill and wrote 2 email newsletters for them, one exclusively 
on water gardening, and one on general gardening. 

I have lectured at Capital Community College where I offered various one-hour courses on gardening, both at their Hartford 
campus and throughout the community in conjunction with various towns’ Parks and Rec departments.  I currently lecture to 
homeowner’s associations, garden clubs, women’s groups, nurseries, and in various special places like Gardeners Supply in 
Burlington, Vermont and at the Envirothon™ 

In the past, I have done landscape design and garden coaching  and have advised homeowners on such varied topics as 
houseplants, pond placement, garden re-design and planting.  I continue to assist my homeowner’s association with aquatic weed 
control. 

Currently I am the  garden columnist for West Hartford Magazine and the Book Reviewer for the Connecticut Horticulture 
Society, as well as the sole author of this organic gardening blog, “Gardendaze.” 

My backyard is certified as a Backyard Habitat by both the Connecticut Dept. of Environmental Protection (Certification #22) 
and the National Wildlife Federation (Certification # 34,999).  I have been an organic gardener since 1994. 

I am member of the Garden Writers Association, the Connecticut and American Horticultural Societies, the Connecticut Invasive 
Plant Working Group, the National Audubon Society, the National Wildlife Federation and the Connecticut Orchid Society.  I do 
my best, whenever possible, to tread lightly on the earth. 

 

 

October Program 

Tuesday, October 18, 2016 @ 7pm 
Dudley Gendron Post 

158 Boston Road 

Putting the Garden to Bed 
Presenter: Karla Dalley 

 

Refreshments: Carol Flagg, Brigitte Paine, Janet Doherty 
Program Contact: Joanne Geneva 

From Garden Daze Sept 23: 
 
Self-Sowing Hyrangeas? Really? 
 
When I first started noticing these 
small white blooming hydrangeas, 
I thought, ‘did I plant those?” It’s 
not like me to keep such poor 
records that I don’t have a record 
of hydrangeas in the garden–after 
all, they are one of my favorite 
plants and I must have 35 different 
varieties! 
 
Read more on her blog… 
https://gardendaze.wordpress.com 
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November Program 

Tina Bemis Workshop 
 

Tuesday, November 15, 2016 @ 7pm 
St. Mark’s Church Basement 

356 Boston Road 
Sutton, MA 01590 

SGC invites the Grafton Garden Club to join us for a fun‐filled, creative evening that kicks off the holiday 
season. Tina Bemis of Bemis Farms Nursery (www.bemisfarmsnursery.com) leads us once again on a 
craft project that gets us in the spirit of the upcoming holidays. Actual project selection will be announced 
prior to the event.   
 
Refreshments: 
Jane Hare and Edna Stefaniak 
Program Contact : Lisa Gauvin 

November Project Registration Sheet 
Please register by November 7 

 
 

Name____________________________________________________________ 
Address__________________________________________________________ 
Phone No.___________________________Email________________________ 
 
Project Cost: $20 Members 
   $29 Non-Members 
 
Please mail form and check made payable to the Sutton Garden Club to: 
 

Joan Stone 
Sutton Garden Club 
5 Rebekah Lane 
Sutton, MA 01590 
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Photos from Members (Thanks) 

From Jane Hare 

Newport Flower Show 

Views from her Cottage 
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From Dale Coulter 

Dahlias and Daylilies 

Sundial Garden in Summer 

Birdhouse tree project with grandkids. They 
painted and helped put it together. Great fun. 



 

 

 

Share with Members 
Send me photos of your gardens, favorite plants, recipes, news, 
or people that inspire you, upcoming events, comments or 
suggestions for the newsletter or any other bit of information 
that you would like to share.  

flagg121@verizon.net 

 

 


