
 

  

Save the Dates! 

Sutton Garden Club Newsletter 

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 8  

http://www.suttongardenclub.com 

Keep informed with our 
Facebook page: 
 
https://www.facebook.com/SuttonGardenClub 

 
SGC Blog: 
http://www.suttongardenclub.typepad.com/ 

Sept. Program
  Thursday, Sep 13 7pm 

 

Shrubs Beyond Peak 
Season Appeal 

Blackstone Valley 
Methodist Church 

2nd Sept.  Program
  Tuesday, Oct 23 7pm 

Tick Talk – All you need to 
know 

Grafton Community Harvest 
Barn 

 

Oct. Program 

Gardening with Native 
Plants 

Dudley Gendron  

Thursday, Sep 27 7pm 
 

Welcome New Members! 
Carol Diiorio 

Betty Jo Dowd 
Patricia Givner 

Felice & Ted Jakubiak 
Katey Kintzer 
Leslie Sharkey 

Cyndie Webster 
Joni Webster 

 
Seems as though we all dance to similar 
music. Get involved and be ready to 
have fun with us. 



SUTTON GARDEN CLUB NEWSLETTER 

 

SEPT 2018 
 

June – Pickety Place 
The gardens were beautiful, the meal was 
delicious and the weather was perfect for this 
visit. Thanks, Lindy for arranging this trip! 

SUMMER RECAP 

Photos by Karen, Lindy and Carol - Thanks 
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July – Potluck Picnic 
Written by Sharon on SGC Facebook Page 
SGC had another awesome Member Picnic earlier this 
month - thank you, Dale & Glen C for hosting! Dahlias 
were their “feature” this year amidst all the sumptuous 
whimsy and beautiful flowers, shrubs and trees. Delicious 
picnic contributions by SGC members, perfect weather 
and and a successful Silent Auction rounded out the 
evening. 

Photos by Sharon and Karen – Thanks! 

SUMMER RECAP 
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 SUMMER RECAP 

July – Hunnewell Estates 
Email Excerpt from Chris 
Cindy Koscias of the BVGC has arranged a private 
tour of the grounds of the extraordinary Hunnewell 
Estate in Wellesley on Thursday, July 26, 10:30 
am.  This thirty-nine acre property has been in the 
Hunnewell family for over 150 years.  The 
impressive white main house is on Route 16 near 
Wellesley College and Elm Bank. Our tour will be 
conducted by David Dusenbury, horticulturist and 
superintendent of the grounds since 1995.  

Photos by Sharon - Thanks 
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August – Tower Hill & Golden Skep Farm  
 
We started the day with some carpooling to 
Golden Skep Farm in Berlin. The farm grows 
and sells daylilies, hosta, native, herb and 
periennial plants, along with others! Every 
nursery or plant place we visit, members buy 
plants. Some of yards seem full to capacity 
without any additions! Plant addiction! 
 
We arrived at Tower Hill an hour or two 
before our tour. Members and friends could 
be seen snacking and sipping at the NEW 
summer beer garden. We needed to keep 
adding chairs and tables for the group. 
 
The tour started at 6 pm by docent, Richard 
Leif. He was (in my opinion) the best tour 
guide I’ve ever been with at Tower Hill. We 
learned so much about the layout, design, 
and the 50 year plan created around 1986.  
 
It was a Very Good Day indeed. 
 

SUMMER RECAP 
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September Program 

 
Many of us aspire to have bloom and interest from our shrubs after the forsythia and 
rhododendron have faded.  Wayne Mezitt, the chairman of Weston Nurseries in 
Hopkinton, and a nationally known expert, will show us the way to extend our shrub 
display well into the fall.  
 
The Sutton Garden Club members are guests of the Blackstone Valley Garden Club. 
 
Directions to Church: 
 
From Route 146, follow Main Street into the downtown area.  After the first traffic 
light, the street forks.  Bear left at the fork onto Church Street.  Follow Church Street 
approximately 150 yards.  Look for a large, 3-story, gray building on the right with a 
"Domino's Pizza" sign.  Take a right into the alley just before this building to enter the 
church's parking lot. 
 
Refreshments: Cindy Flaherty  
Program Contact: Chris Goguen 
 
 

Shrubs—Beyond Peak Season Appeal 

With Wayne Mezitt 

Thursday, September 13, 2018, @ 7pm 
United Methodist Church 

 61 Linwood Ave 
 Whitinsville, MA 
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 bit of information that you would like to share. 

flagg121@verizon.net 

 2nd September Program 

Tick Talk All You Need to Know 

With Mark Blazis 

Thursday, September 27, 2018, @ 7pm 
Grafton Community Barn 

37 Wheeler Road 
North Grafton, MA 

Sutton Garden Club will be meeting in conjunction with the Grafton Garden Club. Mark 
Blazis, Director of the Auburn  Birdbanding Research Station and nationally recognized in 
conservation education and research, will be presenting “Tick Talk: All You Need To 
Know About the Deer Tick, Lyme Disease and What You Can Do to Prevent Tick 
Encounters.” 

Mark Blazis is a birdbanding researcher, contributing deer ticks to various labs. His 
specialty is the role of neotropical migrant birds in spreading Lyme disease. He is a twice-
weekly columnist of the “Worcester Telegram and Gazette”, covering all aspects of 
conservation, fish, and wildlife. He has a weekly cable television program on the Charter 
Cable Network: Blazis Safaris, filmed and produced by his wife, Helen, who is a member 
of both the Sutton and Grafton Garden Clubs. Mark has been feted for national awards in 
conservation education and research, was chosen as North America’s Nature Educator of 
the Year and has been recognized by the Massachusetts Audubon Society and The Garden 
Club of America.  

Program Contact: Chris Goguen, Helen Blazis 

Carpool: Will leave Sutton Square at the Sutton Post Office at 6:15. Please RSVP to Chris 
Goguen 
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October Program 

Gardening with Native Plants 

It Matters 

With Claudia Thompson, Founder of 
Grow Native Massachusetts 

https://www.grownativemass.org/ 

Tuesday, October 23, 2018, @ 7pm 
Dudley Gendron 
156 Boston Rd 

Sutton, MA 01590 

Photo copied from Grow Native Website 

Native plants are increasingly recognized as important to our gardens and landscapes. 
Claudia Thompson, will give us an overview of their essential role in ecosystem health. 
She will explain the differences among native, naturalized and invasive plants. Using 
Claudia’s 7,000 square foot garden in Cambridge as a case study, we will learn about the 
essential principles for designing gardens that are places of both beauty and biodiversity. 
By the end of the program, you will “get” why native plants are so important and 
understand what you can do in your own garden to make the world a better place! 

Claudia Thompson, our speaker, founded Grow Native Massachusetts in 2010 and has 
been recognized nationally as a leader in the native plant movement. She has had an 
extensive career in the environmental sector, including past roles as the Director of 
Education for the Appalachian Mountain Club, Director of Drumlin Farm for MA 
Audubon and serving nine years on the Board of the New England Wild Flower Society.  

 

Refreshments: Barbara Valutkevich, Jane Boutiette, Maria Klimkiewicz  
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October Workshop 

HYPERTUFA 

Saturday, October 13, 2018*, 10AM-12 PM 
Joan Stone’s Yard 
5 Rebekah Lane 

Sutton, MA 

*Rain Date, Sunday, October 14, 2018 1-3 PM 
Please park in driveway or street 

Learn how to make “hypertufa” faux stone planters, similar to what we sold at the plant 
sale.  Hypertufa planters look like stone but are lightweight and easy to make.  You will 
learn how to make the “stone” mixture and the curing process.  Materials provided.  If 
desired, you may bring decorative materials to embed in the stone.  Bring disposable or 
washable rubber gloves.  Wear old clothing. 
 
Program Contact: Joan Stone (Please RSVP) mjstone01@charter.net 

HOMEMADE 
POISON IVY 
AND WEED 
KILLER 

3 cups vinegar 
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Other Things… 

Jane Hare sent a photo of her 
daughter among hydrangeas in 
the Azores! 

The following is written by Brigitte: 
  
Chris, Jerry, Brigitte and Donald followed an invitation to a garden tour of "Fourth 
Generation Nursery", also known as the “Hosta Farm”, in Mendon on July 13. 
 
In the past Mr. Joe Sokol Jr had given a presentation on Hostas to our Garden Club. 
Their Nursery is a whole sale nursery but about six times a  year they sell to the public. 
The nursery is known throughout New England and beyond for their eclectic Hosta 
collection of over 500 varieties, their water garden plants, water garden needs and storm 
water management. The nursery is a member of the Ecological Landscaping Alliance and 
this was very evident throughout the tour. The many, very interesting Hosta varieties are 
planted in every nook and corner and every path way of the nursery accompanied by 
various water features. All water the nursery requires comes from rain water storage or 
very shallow wells.  
 
We were fortunate to also see wonderful Lotus plants and water lilies in their water bogs in 
full bloom. 
It was an interesting and delightful evening and the weather was perfect. 

HOMEMADE POISON IVY AND WEED KILLER 

3 cups vinegar 

1/2 cup salt 

1 tablespoon liquid detergent or soap(I use Dawn) for stick-
to-itiveness. 

Mix vinegar and salt until the salt is completely dissolved. 
Stir in liquid detergent, and pour into a sprayer. Spray onto 
the green growing leaves of the plants. 

Wait a week, then repeat on any survivors. Best time to 
apply: during a dry spell. Do not spray on plants you want 
to keep. 

From www.countrylivinginacariboovalley.com 
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Share with Members 
Send me photos of your gardens, favorite plants, recipes, news, 
or people that inspire you, upcoming events, comments or 
suggestions for the newsletter or any other bit of information 
that you would like to share.  

Carol 

flagg121@verizon.net 

 


